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First-Timer's Kerala Planning Guide

How to Plan Your First Kerala Holiday — Without Overpacking the Itinerary

Route planning, trip length, airports, transport, hotels, houseboats, seasons, temples and practical booking advice.

Prepared by Troper Tours | Kerala Tour Operator
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Start Here: The Simple Kerala Plan

For a first visit, choose a sensible route rather than trying to see every major destination. A classic journey can combine Kochi,
Munnar, Thekkady, the Alleppey backwaters and a southern beach such as Kovalam or Varkala.

If your flights allow it, consider an open-jaw itinerary: arrive in Kochi and depart from Thiruvananthapuram, or the reverse. This can
reduce backtracking and give you more sightseeing time.

How Many Days Do You Need?

4-5 days Kochi —» Munnar - Alleppey Short first taste
6-7 days Kochi - Munnar - Thekkady — Alleppey Classic first trip
8-10 days Classic route + Varkala/Kovalam Classic + beach
11-14 days Classic route + Wayanad / North Kerala / longer beach stay Slower, deeper trip

The biggest first-timer mistake is trying to cover too much ground. Kerala roads can take longer than map distances suggest, especially on mountain routes and
during heavy rain.
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1. Choose Your Arrival & Departure Points

Kochi International Airport is the most useful gateway for central/northern routes such as Munnar, Thekkady and Alleppey.
Thiruvananthapuram International Airport is convenient for Kovalam, Varkala and southern Kerala.

For a longer trip, an open-jaw route can be more efficient than returning to the same airport. Compare total journey time and airfare,
not ticket price alone.

2. Build the Route in Geographic Order

A practical first-time sequence is Kochi - Munnar - Thekkady - Alleppey/Kumarakom - Varkala/Kovalam -
Thiruvananthapuram. Adjust it according to your flights, hotel availability and priorities.

Avoid unnecessary backtracking. A little route planning can save several hours of driving.

3. Know What Each Destination Is For

Kochi History, Fort Kochi, food and culture 1-2 nights
Munnar Tea estates, viewpoints, waterfalls and hills 2-3 nights
Thekkady Periyar region, wildlife and spice country 1-2 nights
Alleppey / Kumarakom Backwaters and houseboats 1-2 nights
Varkala / Kovalam Beach and relaxation 1-3 nights
Wayanad Forests, hills and waterfalls 2-3 nights
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4. Decide How You Want to Travel

Private car with driver: usually the simplest choice for a first-time multi-stop holiday. It avoids managing unfamiliar roads, parking
and local transfers.

Self-drive: possible, but urban traffic, narrow roads and mountain routes can make it more demanding than expected.
Public transport: useful for budget travellers, but it requires more planning and can make multi-destination itineraries slower.

When comparing a transport quote, ask whether fuel, driver allowance, tolls, parking, taxes and any interstate permits are included.

5. Hotels: Choose Location Before Luxury

A simpler hotel in a good location can be more useful than a luxury hotel far from the places you want to visit. Compare room
category, breakfast, cancellation policy, taxes, location and transfer time.

6. Understand the Houseboat Before Booking

Confirm whether the boat is private, the number of bedrooms, meal plan, AC arrangements, boarding point, cruising schedule,
generator hours, mooring arrangements, taxes and cancellation conditions.

Do not choose solely from photographs. Ask exactly what is included in the quoted price.
7. Pick the Right Season

December—February Generally pleasant and drier All-round first trip

March—May Hotter; showers possible Hills, festivals, quieter travel
June—September Southwest monsoon Greenery, Ayurveda, monsoon
October—November Variable; rain possible Culture, greenery, flexible trips
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8. Temple Visits: Check Before You Go

Kerala temples do not all follow the same visitor rules. Dress codes, photography, footwear and visitor eligibility can vary by temple.
Padmanabhaswamy Temple, for example, has specific dress requirements and restricts entry to Hindus.

Carry a mundu/dhoti if temple visits are important to your itinerary, wear modest clothing and check the current rules of each temple
before travelling.

9. What to Pack for Kerala

Lightweight clothing works well for the coast, while a light layer is useful in hill stations. During monsoon months, carry reliable rain
protection and footwear that can handle wet conditions.

Useful basics: comfortable walking shoes, sandals, sun protection, reusable water bottle, small day bag, personal medicines, light
rain protection and modest clothing for temples.

10. Budget the Trip Properly

Keep accommodation, private transport, houseboat, meals, sightseeing, flights and personal spending as separate categories. This
makes quotations easier to compare and shows what is actually included.

A lower headline package price is not necessarily cheaper if important services are excluded. Always compare inclusions line by line.
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First-Timer Booking Checklist

Before Paying m

Arrival and departure airports confirmed [ ]
Number of travellers and room requirements confirmed [ ]
Hotel names / categories confirmed [ ]
Meal plan confirmed [ ]
Vehicle type and number of days confirmed [
Driver, fuel, tolls and parking inclusions confirmed n
Houseboat category and inclusions confirmed [ ]
Sightseeing and entry-fee inclusions confirmed [ ]
Taxes and any supplements confirmed [ ]
Cancellation / amendment terms understood [
Payment schedule and final balance confirmed [ ]

Plan Your Kerala Holiday

» Kerala Tour Packages — explore complete itinerary options.

» Kerala Houseboat Packages — plan your backwater experience.

» Kerala Honeymoon Packages — explore couple-focused itineraries.
» Kerala Family Tour Packages — plan family-friendly routes.

» South India Trip Cost Calculator — estimate your wider holiday budget.

About Troper Tours

Troper Tours is a Kerala-based tour operator helping travellers plan Kerala and South India holidays with private transportation,
accommodation, sightseeing and customised itineraries.

Website: tropertours.in | Phone: +91 82813 98658 | Email: salestroper@gmail.com

This guide is for general travel planning. Hotel availability, road conditions, attraction rules, weather, festival dates and supplier terms can change. Confirm current
details before booking.
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